
Day 39: What is God’s Will? 

The movie Chariots of Fire, includes the story of Eric Liddell 

as he prepares for the 1924 Olympics. Liddell is a devout 

Christian whose parents are missionaries in China. There is a 

scene in the movie where he is confronted by his sister who 

encourages him to forget about running in the Olympics 

because God surely would rather him be a missionary in China 

with his parents. Wouldn’t that be more “God-like”? Shouldn’t 

his choice be a simple one? Liddell’s response to his sister in 

the movie is, “I believe God made me for a purpose, but He 

also made me fast. And when I run I feel God’s pleasure.” 

Liddell’s performance in the Olympics and especially his 

refusal to run on the Sabbath are the stuff of legend, and to this 

day his story has been inspiring to Christians and non-

Christians alike.  

As a pastor, one of the greatest questions that people 

constantly ask me is, “How can I find God’s will for my life?” 

Wouldn’t we all love to have that sense of purpose that Eric 

Liddell obviously had. Where do we even begin to find it? 

The secular way of finding meaning in this life usually 

has to do with working through trials and errors, and doing “the 

best we can” dealing with the challenges life throws at us. We 

try this relationship, and when it doesn’t work out, we move 

on and try another one. We do the same with jobs, religion, 

investments, etc. At the same time we are experimenting and 

trying to find our way, we are trying to deal with the trials and 

challenges of this life. That’s life, right? What if we got it 



wrong? What if there, indeed, is a better way? According to 

God’s Word there is. 

A simple, game-changing pattern emerges in Scripture. 

Rather than starting with us deciding what we are going to do 

and asking God to bless it, the Bible shows us that God is 

always working, and He invites us into His work. This pattern 

is consistent in Scripture whenever we see God using someone 

mightily. No Bible character that goes on to serve in a mighty 

capacity wakes up one day and says, “I’m going to . . . , and I 

hope God blesses it.” For example, consider the story of 

Moses. God had a plan to deliver the Israelites. He calls Moses 

to take a role in His plan at the burning bush. The rest is history 

because history in reality is His story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application 

 

1. Based on your readings the last 39 days, what are things 

that are important to God? 

 

 

 

2. How might your life change if the things that are important 

to God are also important to you? 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray and ask God to always reveal what is important to 

Him, and pray to prioritize these things. 

 

 


