
Day 38: Accountability 

Accountability is both one of the greatest benefits of being part 

of a church family and, at the same time, is misunderstood. If 

the idea of accountability implies being held responsible for 

one’s actions, then for those of us who have made Jesus Christ 

the Lord of our lives, our desire should be two-fold. 1) We 

must be willing to submit to the Word of God ourselves, and 

2) we must surround ourselves with people who love us enough 

to tell us the truth. To understand Biblical accountability we 

need to understand what it is and what it is not. 

One of the most misinterpreted verses in the Bible is 

found in Matthew 7:1 where Jesus tells the disciples, “Judge 

not, that you not be judged.” It is important to understand the 

context of this verse. Jesus is using the “religious leaders” of 

the day as an example of what not to do. They had used religion 

to elevate their status in society, and anyone who did not meet 

their standards was not worthy of God. By this time in our 

study you understand that in God’s economy, no one was 

worthy to stand before the God of Heaven in judgment 

because, “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, 

everyone, to His own way…”(Isaiah 53:6). The leaders had 

tragically misrepresented God to the people.  

As previously mentioned, “Judge not, that you not be 

judged,” is often used as a battle cry for people inside and 

outside of the church who do not want to be told what they can 

and cannot do. The fact is some churches today do act like the 

very “religious leaders” that Jesus rebuked at that time. Yet, 



within the walls of the church it is Biblical and essential that 

we hold one another accountable for our actions that we may 

spur one another into good works. (Hebrews 10:23-25)  

 

There are Five Important Qualities of an Accountability 

Partner: 

1. They love God and each other so much that they will not 

compromise with each other regarding any sinful act. The 

will and Word of God is supreme in such relationship. 

2. Their relationship to God is most important. Therefore, 

accountability meetings are geared toward sharpening 

each other for the Kingdom of God.  

3. They know the Word, and they themselves try to live it out. 

4. They speak the truth in love. 

5. They want to be held accountable.  

 

 

 

 

 



Application 

1. Has anyone held you accountable in your life for 

something? If yes, describe it.  

 

 

 

2. Read Hebrews 3:13. What does this teach us about the 

importance of accountability?  

 

 

 

 

3. Pray for God to bless you with a loving accountability 

partner. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


