
Day 29: The Gifts of the Spirit- Part 3 

I love gifts. As a kid, I used to sneak into my parent’s closet 

and unwrap (and then rewrap) my gifts. So exciting! But what 

makes the gifts of the Spirit so awesome is that they are God 

given and kingdom glorifying. Thus far we have discussed the 

Gifts of Discernment and the Dynamic Gifts. Today, our topic 

of study will be the Declarative Gifts. These gifts include the 

gift of preaching and teaching, evangelism, prophecy, and 

tongues.  

First, we look at teaching and preaching. When someone 

has these gifts, they are very evident when they preach/teach 

the Word of God; it is clearly communicated in love, yet with 

authority, and never compromised.  

Another Declarative Gift is the gift of evangelism. 

That’s the person who has a burden to share the gospel, and tell 

people about Jesus. Not only do they have a burden to spread 

the good news, but when they do…people respond. Billy 

Graham, Greg Laurie, and Louis Palau are evangelists with the 

gift of evangelizing to crowds while men like Kirk Cameron, 

and Ray Comfort display these gifts more in a personal 

interaction with non-believers.  

There are other Declarative Gifts that are more complex 

such as tongues and prophecy. We will only consider these 

briefly for the purposes of this devotional. 

Let’s take prophecy for a moment. In the Old Testament, 

the prophets would stand before the kings giving them 

messages straight from God. “Turn from your evil ways!” 



“Judgment is coming!” “Repent.” The Old Testament prophets 

were God’s mouthpiece; what they said was from the mind and 

mouth of God, and it would happen. Today, our prophecy is 

less predictive and more prescriptive. Every now and then 

someone will tell us the exact day Jesus is coming back. The 

problem is the Bible says, “But of that day and hour no one 

knows.” (Matthew 24:36). Prophecy will never contradict the 

Word! So, today, it’s less about predicting and more about 

prescription. For example, you come to pastor struggling to 

forgive someone. I show you Scripture showing you what you 

should do, also explaining that there are consequences if we 

don’t follow God’s directives. This is how we see the gift of 

prophecy today.    

There is yet another Declarative Gift that is more 

complex. It is the gift of tongues. Understand that the disciples 

were given a daunting task of “going into Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and unto the ends of the earth” with the gospel 

message. How could they accomplish this with no Internet, cell 

phones, and Social Media? Jesus told them to gather in 

Jerusalem and wait for the gift He would give them. What was 

the gift? The Holy Spirit came upon them and they started 

speaking the gospel in languages they have never studied…and 

at the time of the feast when people from all over the world 

were right there in Jerusalem! The perfect gift at the perfect 

time.  

 

 



Application 

1. Have you seen someone in your life that has one of these 

gifts? Which gift do they have? 

 

 

 

  

 

2. Which of these gifts is most appealing to you? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray for God to reveal the gift(s) He has given you and for 

the opportunity to utilize those gifts. 

 


