
Day 27: The Gifts of the Spirit – Part 1  

We have spent the last few days talking about who the Holy 

Spirit is, what the Holy Spirit does, and how the Holy Spirit 

helps us to be more like Jesus. Our focus in the next few 

sessions will be on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. As we have said, 

the Holy Spirit enables us to live the Christian life in order that 

we may continue the work Jesus started. To accomplish this 

extraordinary task, the Holy Spirit equips the Christians with 

extraordinary gifts. While there are competing ideas in the 

church today regarding how many gifts there are, for the 

purposes of this study, we will break up eleven of these gifts 

into the following three categories: 1) Gifts of Discernment, 2) 

Dynamic Gifts, and 3) Gifts of Declaration. Today’s 

devotional will focus on the Gifts of Discernment. 

What are the Gifts of Discernment? These are spiritual 

gifts such as the gift of knowledge, the gift of wisdom, or the 

gift of discerning spirits. Let’s consider an example for each of 

these. The gift of knowledge is when God gives you 

information about something that you didn’t have prior 

knowledge of and that you have never studied. When 

considering this gift, it is important to remember, as we have 

studied, that God is all-knowing. We see an example of this 

when Jesus meets the woman at the well, in John chapter 4. He 

knows things about the woman’s past and present that only 

God could know. For me, I knew a friend who had suffered a 

tragedy, and they never told me what it was, but one day I told 

them what it was. There was no way I could have known this 



information, thus it was given to me by God. That would be 

considered a gift of knowledge. Another Gift of Discernment 

is the gift of wisdom. Periodically, the religious leaders would 

come up with trick questions to ask Jesus thinking that 

whatever His answer would be they would be able to discredit 

Him. Do you remember them asking, “Jesus, should we pay 

our taxes?” They thought, “If He answers “yes”, that He would 

be an enemy of the people, and if he answers “no” He would 

be an enemy of the government.” Instead, Jesus’ answer 

baffled them when He said, “Render unto Caesar that which is 

Caesar’s” (Matthew 22:20-22).  

This brings us to the final Gift of Discernment, which is 

called the gift of discerning spirits. This gift is crucial because 

as the Holy Spirit is doing His work, the Bible tells us there are 

other spirits out there that desire to discourage and destroy us. 

The gift of discerning spirits is the gift that allows you to 

determine whether or not someone’s encouragement, counsel, 

actions, or assistance is from God or not. Two important 

questions to ask when testing the spirits: 1. Is what you are 

hearing or seeing consistent with Scripture?  2. Is the spirit 

pointing to Jesus?  The Gifts of Discernment comprise the gifts 

of knowledge, wisdom, and discerning spirits.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application 

 

1. Write about the best gift you ever received. What made it 

so special? 

 

 

 

2. Read Hebrews 5:14. The Gifts of Discernment are all 

about recognizing what is from God and what is not. 

According to this verse, how do we learn to distinguish 

between good and evil?    

 

 

3. Pray for God to make you aware of the specific gifts He 

has blessed you with. 

 

Extra Bible Readings: 1 John 4:1, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. 

 

 


