
Day 24: The Balance 

We live in a society that goes to the extremes. Things and people 

that are popular one day can easily be demonized the next day. 

In 2010 a basketball player named Lebron James shocked the 

world when he left his home team, the Cleveland Cavaliers to 

play for the Miami Heat. The Cleveland fans who loved James 

were left broken hearted and started unceremoniously burning 

his jerseys in the streets. Incidentally, as I write this, all seems 

to be forgiven as Lebron James had made a decision to return to 

his home team, the Cleveland Cavaliers. Those that were 

burning his jerseys, again, are wearing his jerseys, and holding 

signs stating, “All is forgiven.” Whether it comes to celebrities, 

diets, medicine, self-help, we seem to go all-the-way or not-at-

all.  

Thus far, we have spent the last couple of weeks 

familiarizing ourselves with how to read and understand God’s 

Word. It is vital to the growth of a Christian, as it is to a church, 

to find the beautiful balance possible between God’s Word and 

the working of Holy Spirit, which we will study more in-depth 

in this last part of our devotional. Churches tend to go to the 

extremes either emphasizing one or the other. On one hand, there 

are churches that place a heavy emphasis on God’s Word 

without teaching about the person and function of the Holy 

Spirit. These churches tend to focus on personal performance. 

This, however, can be somewhat stifled and powerless. On the 

other hand, there are churches that emphasize the work of the 

Holy Spirit, but neglect the teaching of the Word. These 



churches seem to rely on creating an emotional environment, but 

their foundations are shaky at best. 

The Word of God reveals the person, plan, and purpose of 

God, while the Holy Spirit educates, enlightens, and empowers 

us to carry out God’s mission in this world.  When, by the power 

and grace of God, the child of God maintains this balance the 

results are powerful.   

 

Application 

1. Write about a time in your life you became “extreme” 

about something. 

 

2. Read 2 Peter 1:3.  

 

3. How do the Word and the Spirit work together to give us 

everything we need to live the Christian life?  

 

 

4. Pray for God to continue to help you understand how the 

Spirit and the Word work together in the life of a Christian.  


