
Day 20: The Bible- Part 6: The Gap and the Gospels 

Now there should be a break in your Bible between what is 

called the Old Testament, and the New Testament. The Old 

Testament books focused on creation, Noah, the law, the 

sacrificial system, and how God blessed the children of Israel.  

No matter how much he provided for them, protected them, 

and prospered them, they still disobeyed Him. After hundreds 

of years, God finally removed His hand of favor from them. 

There is approximately a 400-year gap between the 39 books 

in the Old Testament and the 27 books in the New Testament. 

God had been silent for over 400 years before the coming of 

Jesus. All history turns at the birth of the Messiah (consider the 

way we measure our years, B.C. and A.D.), and thus the New 

Testament begins with four books that are called the gospels.  

 The word gospel in the original language means “good 

news.” Quite honestly, these books are not only the good news 

but the best news. Why? Because they focus on the coming of 

the Savior of the world.  

The four gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. “Why 

are there four gospels?” one may ask.  If you have ever 

watched the Entertainment and Sports Programming Network 

(ESPN) and they show the highlight reels, they always show 

the great plays from several different angles so you can really 

appreciate how difficult the play was. In the same way, if there 

is an accident, the more witnesses there are, the more helpful 

it is in determining what really happened. Though they might 



tell the story from different perspectives, they are not in 

conflict. For instance Matthew is a Jewish tax collector, and 

his gospel tells us that Jesus is King. Mark was a follower of 

Christ, who tells us that Jesus was a servant. Luke was a 

Gentile physician who wrote the gospel of Luke, which 

emphasizes the fact that Jesus was a man. John is written by a 

fisherman who became a disciple. He wants you to know that 

Jesus is God. These books are written to show the birth, life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. They are four books, written 

by four different authors, but every book is inspired by the 

Holy Spirit.   

As you read these books, understand that God came to earth as 

a man. (Like humans, Jesus got tired, He was hungry at times, 

and felt weak). God did this to identify with us.  And yet 

because Jesus was God, He walked on the water, calmed the 

storms, fed the hungry, healed the sick, raised the dead, so that 

man would know He had power over that which limits us. In 

the church, we are always taught before we act to consider 

“what would Jesus do?” (WWJD) 

So here are some questions to consider when reading the 

gospels:  

1. What do we learn about God by watching Jesus at work?  

2. What do we see Jesus do that He might want us to imitate?   

3. Is there another person in the passage that sets a good 

example that God might want us to follow? (i.e., the faith 

of Peter? the desperation of Zacchaeus?)  



4. Who in the account sets a poor example that we should 

avoid?   

 

 

Application 

1. Pray for God to give you an understanding of His Word.  

2. Read Luke 19:1-11 

3. What do you learn about God by watching Jesus at work? 

4. What does Jesus do that He might want us to imitate?  

5. Is there another good example in the story God might want 

us to follow? (hint: Zacchaeus) If so, how? 

6. Who sets a poor example in the story that we should avoid? 

 

 


