
Day 18: The Bible- Part 4: The Books of Poetry 

 

Thus far we have studied the books of law and the books of 

history. The Bible also contains books of poetry. Biblical 

poetry hardly follows the criteria that we associate with poetry 

in our culture. For example, it is hardly ever written in rhyme 

or verse, ala poetry written by Shakespeare, Poe, Browning, 

etc. Quite simply, the books considered Biblical poetry are 

writings that can convey the author’s experience, emotions, or 

wisdom, yet they may also tell a story. This poetry is often, but 

not always, written as songs, and prayers. These books are 

right after the books of history we just looked at in Day 18; 

they include Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 

Solomon. In these books, especially the Psalms, we see the full 

display of human emotions thus assuring us that we may have 

a real relationship with God. We can talk to Him anywhere, 

anytime, about anything. These books not only show the full 

expression of human emotions, but are also full of practical, 

Biblical wisdom, such as in Proverbs 3:5-6, which instructs us 

to, “Trust in the Lord with all our heart; lean not on our own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him; and He 

shall direct your paths.”  

 

When you read these books, again, ask the following 

questions:  

1. What is God revealing about Himself (something about His 

person, His power, His plan) that He wants me to know?  



2. Is there a character in the passage setting a good example? 

If so how should I follow it?  

3. Is there a character setting a bad example that I may learn 

what not to do? 

*Especially when reading these books consider what the 

character is going through (sadness, loneliness, feeling 

abandoned, joy, celebration) and is his expression of emotion 

something you have been through or are going through? Is the 

writer celebrating God in a way that we should be? Is God 

imparting wisdom through the writer? And if so, what does He 

want us to learn? 

 

Application 

1. Pray to understand God’s Word as you read it 

today. 

 

2. Read Psalm 1. 

 

3. What is God revealing about Himself in the 

passage? 

 

4. What wisdom is the writer imparting? 

 

 

5. What changes does God want me to make based 

on what I have learned?  


